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February 22, 1944
/ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
February 24, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON NON-TERRESTRIAL SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY

I agree with the OSRD proposal of the recommendation put forward by Dr. Bush and
Professor Einstein that a separate program be initiated at the earliest possible time. I also
agree that application of non-terrestrial know how in atomic energy must be used in
perfecting super weapons of war to affect the complete defeat of Germany and Japan. In
view of the cost already incurred in the atomic bomb program, it would, at this time, be
difficult to approve without further support of the Treasury Department and the military. I
therefore have decided to forego such a enterprise. From the point of view of the informed
members of the United States, our principle object is not to engage in exploratory research
of this kind but to win the war as soon as possible.

Various points have been raised about the difficulties such an endeavor would pose to the
already hardened research for advanced weapons programs and support groups in our war
effort and I agree that now is not the time. It is my personal judgment that, when the war
is won, and peace is once again restored, there will come a time when surplus funds may be
available to pursue a program devoted to understanding non-terrestrial science and its
technology which is still greatly undiscovered. I have had private discussions with Dr. Bush
on this subject and the advice of several eminent scientist who believe the United States
should take every advantage of such wonders that have come to us. I have heard the
arguments of General Marshall and other members of the military that the United States
must assume its destiny in this matter for the sake of the Nation’s security in the post-war
world and I have given assurances that such will be the case.

I appreciate the effort and time spent in producing valuable insights into the proposal to
find ways of advancing our technology and national progress and in coming to grips with
the reality that our planet is not the only one harboring intelligent life in the universe. Ialso
commend the committee for the organization and planning that is evident in Dr. Bush’s
proposal and the delicate way in which it was presented. I trust the committee will
appreciate the situation on which this office must render its decision.
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