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The Overview. In pursuant to the Presidential National Security Memorandum of June 28,
1961, the U.S. intelligence operations against the Soviet Union are currently active in two broad
areas; aircraft launch vehicles incorporating ELINT and SIGINT capabilities; and balloon borne
decoys with ECM equipment. . o

The Situation. The overall effectiveness about the actual Soviet response and alert status is

the point where U.S. intelligence can pr vide a icture of how Soviet air
fe ceive unidentified flying objects. h

Informational sources have provided some detail on coded transmissions and tactical plans
whose reliability is uncertain, and thus, do not give us precise knowledge of Soviet Order of
Battle. Current estimates place Soviet air and rocket defenses on a maximum alert footing with
air operations centered on radar and visual verification much the same as ours, .. -

Future psychological warfare plans are in the making for more sophisticated vehicles whose
characteristics come very close to phenomena collected by Air Force and NSA elements
authorized for operations in this area of intelligence.

Basis for Action. Earlier studies indicated that Americans perceived U.F.O. sightings as the
work of Soviet propaganda designed to convince U.S. intelligence of their technical superiority
and to spread distrust of the government. CIA conducted three reviews of the situation utilizing
all available information and concluded that 80% of the sighting reports investigated by the Air
Force’s Project Blue Book were explainable and posed no immediate threat to national security.
The remaining cases have been classified for security reasons and are under review. While the
possibility remains that true U.F.O. cases are of non-terrestrial origin, U.S. intelligence is of the
opinion that they do not constitute a physical threat to national defense. For reasons of security, 1
cannot divulge pertinent data on some of the more sensitive aspects of
have been deemed properly classified under the 1954 Atomic Enoglk. ;&of 1954.

) I'hope this clarifies the necessity to keep current operations N A activities in sensitive
areas from becoming official disclosure. From time to time, updates wiil be provided through
NIE as more information becomes available.
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